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The cytologist is primarily concerned with the detection of significant pre-malignant changes in the cervical smear.  During the course of this work, vaginal bacterial infections and their cytological effects will be observed.  This study evaluated the role of the cytologist in the diagnosis of bacterial vaginosis and compared the Papanicolaou smear with microbiological and genito-urinary clinical criteria.
The appraisal of smears for vaginal bacteriosis is subjective and therefore a screening trial to evaluate the correlation between individual screeners, in the assessment of this disease, was also performed.

Morbidity from vaginal disease is substantial and includes patient discomfort and embarrassment, time spent seeking treatment, work missed, and the cost of evaluation and treatment.  Therefore, with the vast amount of cervical/vaginal material available to the cytologist during routine screening, it would be most useful if valid comments could be directed to the clinician.
The study, showed that, with care and some degree of caution, the Papanicolaou smear can be used to predict vaginal bacteriosis, and that the correlation between individual screeners in this prediction is high.

