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There have been numerous studies into the aetiology of carcinoma of the cervix, but very few address the possibility of a familial connection.  This study aimed to find families, within the Swindon area, in which two or more close relatives had had abnormal smears or carcinoma of the cervix.
Patients were interviewed in their own homes and asked to complete two questionnaires, one for family details and the other for personal details.  Twenty seven families were interviewed, and a total of 70 questionnaires were obtained.  Of these, twenty families had a strong family history.  The cytology smears of all family members which could be found in the records were reviewed; some 200 in total.

The environment in which these women were brought up was, in the main poor.  In the women who had positive smears, the role played by sexual activity was no different to that of their negative sisters.  Although one cannot exclude the high-risk male factor, a genetic pre-disposition could be a contributing factor in the aetiology of the disease.

There is a great need for a larger controlled study, that incorporates the lessons learned from this preliminary study, to realise the full extent of the problem.

