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In this pilot study, the mental adjustment to cancer and the current health status were assessed in 30 cervical cancer patients.

Twenty three patients had similar past clinical histories and revealed a significant positive correlation between avoidance and health status; also a significant negative correlation between fatalism and health status.

In patients diagnosed and treated within the previous six months there was an association between health status and fighting spirit responses.  Patients who were diagnosed and treated 5 years, or more, previously showed an inverse relationship between fatalism and health status.  Age was shown to be related to fatalistic responses.

Three patients had recurrent carcinoma and when these were removed from the analyses a different picture emerged – positive and negative response styles showed significant positive and negative relationships respectively, with health status.

The issue of state-versus-trait responses were discussed.  Qualitative observations gave the impression of patients’ faith in their consultants and speculations were made with respect to this.  Further studies, with modifications to the measuring instruments, were suggested. 
