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The Victorian era was a cruel and brutal age for the majority of the people in Britain.  An age in which poverty, malnutrition, and a poor understanding of the rudiments of hygiene took their toll.
The collection of equipment, on which the lecture was based, covered all areas of antiques associated with medicine and pharmacy.  Some of the devices illustrated were severely practical, others were so constructed as to be dangerous in the hands of the incautious.
The main medical areas covered were pseudo-science, medical electricity, quackery, bleeding, purging and blistering, items of personal hygiene, and surgical techniques.

A better understanding of the medical problems encountered in the 19th century will help us to understand the terrible health problems faced by the Third World today.

